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Remittance flows from the czech republic and their development impact
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SPEAKERS
DONALD F. TERRY
Donald F. Terry is currently a consultant in matters involving financial inclusion, particularly remittances and microfinance. Previously, he was the General Manager of the Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) from its inception in 1993 until last year.  Mr. Terry is a leading expert and advocate for leveraging the potential of remittances as a development tool.  Currently Mr. Terry consults with the World Bank, the International Youth Foundation, and the Inter-American Development Bank.  He is an adjunct professor at the Morin Center of Boston University Law School and an associate with Bendixen and Associates of Coral Gables, FL. Before joining the MIF, Mr. Terry served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Treasury for International Affairs. From 1982-1993, Mr. Terry served as Staff Director of three Congressional Committees.

The Multilateral Investment Fund designs projects whose aim is to improve the lives of millions of families throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. The MIF is now the region’s foremost grant-making program. The $1.8 billion Fund, which is sponsored by 38 donor countries, promotes broad-based economic growth and poverty alleviation through private sector development. Under Mr. Terry’s leadership, the MIF helped to transform Latin American microfinance into a commercially sustainable industry, which now reaches more than ten million clients, and serves as a model for the rest of the developing world. 
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Guillaume Cruse became the Executive Director´s Advisor on migration at the Agence Française de Développement in 2006. He has worked for the agency since 1975 when he managed the professional training programme for voluntary return migrants in sub-Saharan countries. Over the years he has also worked for the AFD in a number of African countries, including Senegal, and Burkina Faso. Cruse has also worked as a development expert for a French NGO and in an assortment of French ministries, including the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, where he was responsible for the UNDP, and then for the Ministry of Environment, where he was in charge of Africa within the International Affairs Department. Between 1999 and 2002, he was a consultant on French co-development policy for the Department of the French Prime Minister and after he became responsible for the bilateral European donors partnership at the FDA (2002-2006).


The Agence Française de Développement (French Development Agency) is a development institution established in 1941 that works on behalf of the French government.  Its mission is to finance development according to France’s Overseas Development Assistance policies. It has committed more than 3,5 billion € in about 60 developing countries. AFD’s activities are aimed at reducing poverty and inequalities and promoting sustainable economic growth; its work is based in the framework of the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals. The AFD works with all kinds of partners, from NGOs to foundations, from municipalities to international agencies.
BLANKA TOLLAROVÁ
Blanka Tollarová is a sociologist. Her main academic interests include sociology of migration, most importantly the economic and social status of immigrants in receiving countries. Her PhD. thesis explored forced migration, namely the principles, mechanisms and unintended consequences of the institutionalized ways of assistance to asylum holders in the Czech Republic. Currently, she cooperates externally with the Multicultural Center Prague on mapping patterns of remittance sending from the Czech Republic. 
The Multicultural Center Prague is a Prague-based NGO established in 1999. Its broad interest is the cohabitation of different cultures in the Czech Republic. It designs and implements projects of multicultural education; it organizes public debates and exhibitions; it has a website mapping migration in Central and Eastern Europe (MigrationOnline.cz); it is involved in legislative work and lobbying as well as it has a public library offering multicultural literature.   As part of the Czech Forum for Development Co-operation FoRS project called „Civil Society Organizations Development Effectiveness“, it currently coordinates the Migration and development working group. 
LEILA RISPENS-NOEL 
Leila Rispens-Noel presently works as programme officer at Oxfam Novib, a Dutch development agency. She provides technical assistance to Dutch non-governmental organizations and diaspora organizations which support projects in different African countries. She is a specialist on issues such as microfinance, remittances, migration and development. She also designs and implements capacity building program tailored for diaspora organisations. Since joining Oxfam Novib in 2001, Leila has been advocating for the inclusion of migration in development strategies and the active participation of diaspora organizations in decision-making processes in the field of migration and development. Leila Rispens-Noel has been representing Oxfam Novib at the Inter-Agency Task Force on Remittances since 2003. She is a member of the Migrants Advisory Board (MAB) of the EC-UN Joint-Initiative for Migration and Development. She was a member of International Advisory Committee of the Civil Society Global Forum for Migration and Development (GFMD) 2008. She has conducted various presentations on the theme “engaging diaspora in development” in a number of conferences such as G8 High Level Meeting on Remittances (Berlin, 2007).


Oxfam Novib joined Oxfam International in 1994. Oxfam International works with many different partners, and undertakes many different types of activity (projects, lobbying) in order to fight for a world without poverty. Oxfam’s view is that differences of development are about unfair economic and political relationships. The aim of Oxfam Novib is to provide everyone with the basic conditions of living, such as the opportunity to make an honest income, have enough food, safety, and freedom of speech.
The basic principle of Oxfam Novib´s work is cooperation with counterparts and networks in developing countries. The Oxfam network is composed of 3,000 counterparts in 100 countries. 
GHENADIE CRETU

Ghenadie Cretu is the Labour Migration Programme Coordinator at the IOM Mission to Moldova. Since the end of 2005, he has worked for the International Organization for Migration in the area of Migration and Development. His current assignments include the administration of an EC Program for enhancing the productive use of remittances in the Moldovan economy. He has also been coordinating the implementation of IOM programmes for the facilitation of the return and reintegration of Moldovan migrants for more than 3 years. In the years 2001-2003 he worked as a corporate lawyer for a bank and the Moldovan Stock Exchange. In 2004-2005 he worked as an associate in the Banking and Project Finance unit of the Austrian law firm Schonherr Rechtsanwalte in Bucharest, Romania.
International Organization for Migration works in partnership with others in the international community to assist in migration management, to improve the understanding of migration issues, and to encourage social and economic development through migration. Created in 1951, IOM was first supposed to resettle displaced persons or migrants in Europe. After 50 years of worldwide operational experience, IOM has become the leading international organization, working with migrants and governments to provide human responses to migration challenges. It now manages a number of international activities. Though not a part of the United Nations system, the IOM has close working relations with its bodies and agencies; it also draws on a large network of NGOs and international organisations. IOM helps governments and civil society to assist migrants, undertake research and supply information and education, and take measures against human-trafficking.

